DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA,

sent a memorandum to the Queen telling her of
this intention, and asking her if she would get Sir
Theodore Martin, who had written the official life
of the Prince Consort, to make extracts from those
that concerned the  political  and  domestic history
of her married life, with a view to their being trans-
lated into German.    Life was uncertain, " but the
truth which is being so systematically smothered and
twisted  must  be  put down somewhere whether it
is published in my life-time or not."    She had no
other record of these years, since she did not keep a
diary, and thus this correspondence, written while
current events were still fresh in her memory, consti-
tuted her sole mine of material.    The Queen must
have approved, and possibly she suggested that she
should herself make these selections, for shortly after
sending this memorandum the Empress wrote again :
" The work of making extracts from my letters to you
will be immense, perhaps you could find someone
else to help also ?   as Sir Th. Martin will not do."1
She therefore contemplated this business of selection
being begun more than ten years before her death,
while her letters were still in the Queen's possession.
The intention remained with her, for a year after-
wards she wrote again : " It will be my duty some
day to endeavour to let the truth go down to history,
and not the lies that suit Prince Bismarck and the
Government and all those who court its favour."
This intention therefore was formed before the publi-
cation of Bismarck's Reminiscences, and the reiterations
in her letters to the Queen were due to her desire to

1 Ponsoaby, Letters of the Empress Frederick, pp. xviii, 341.
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